
SEPTEMBER TIDES 

Dialogue with Danny: Say Your Prayers   
 
Two guys go into the temple; that’s not the beginning of a joke; it’s the beginning of Jesus’ lesson on 
how to pray, in Luke 18:13. Are you needing more lessons on how to pray? 
 
The first thing you need to understand is that neither one of these men was particularly likable. One 
was a Pharisee; a member of one of the three main sects in first-century Judaism, known for being 
over-the-top sticklers to the various rules of religion that no working person could follow. The other 
was a tax collector; a position held by Jewish men who’d purchased from the Roman government the 
right to collect taxes in far-flung territories of the Empire. And any extra payment they were able to 
extort from the people, they generally pocketed. So needless to say, these guys weren’t very popular 
with the masses. But between these two unlikely, unlikable characters, Jesus selected one of them to 
show us what it means to go deeper in prayer. 
 
Luke 18:11says, “The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, thank you that I am not like 
other men, extortionist, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.’” He is the picture of what 
prayer is not; seeking a place of public prominence, looking down his nose at others, considering his 
own character to be superior to those around him. But if you’re wanting to go deeper in prayer, take a 
good accounting of the tax collector; he gives us a picture of how to do it.  
 
Here are the steps: 
 
• Take a humble position. Posture is helpful in prayer. Kneeling is an indication of submission. Bow-
ing your head communicates your awareness of God’s honor above your own. Closing your eyes and 
folding your hands contributes to the earnestness of your heart. The tax collector “would not even lift 
up his eyes to heaven.” He knew the kind of man he was. He knew the kinds of sins he’d committed. 
He approached God from a lowly position, from a heart attitude of humility. 
 
• Come with true contrition. Contrition means heartfelt confession; sorrow and admission put together 
into the same package. To “beat his breast” didn’t mean he was inflicting pain on himself as some 
sort of penance. This was more of a sign that said he wasn’t seeking his own comfort in prayer. He 
was willing to go to the depths of himself with God, and to see it all, in all its ugliness. True contrition 
results in a change of direction from sin, which proves the sincerity of a heart that wants to be free of 
it. 
 
• Make sincere petitions. “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” Only seven words. There’s no need for 
eloquence when your heart is in prayer; no need to try to impress the Lord (much less other people) 
with your command of spiritual language. For as Jesus said, “I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one 
who humbles himself will be exalted.”  
 
The way up in prayer is down; down to where you don’t care what it costs or looks like, down to 
where you want God more than you want anything else in the world. Humbly. Contritely. Sincerely. 
Deeply.  
 
(The school year has started so it’s back to school time. Maybe you can use this as back to church 
time if you have been away for a while. See you here.) 
 
God Bless from Pastor Danny 
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Tithing While Away, or You 

Just Don’t Like Checks or 

Cash? 

While to many of us at NBCC, the concept of tithing to the 

Church or making special donations or gifts of cash ON-LINE 

seems like a foreign concept, electronic payment is becoming 

more and more commonplace in the world of finance. Millen-

nials (you know, those much younger than most of us, but the 

future of our church) often do not have or carry checks, or 

even cash.  They pay by using their “smart” phone.  

And, for those who travel and watch our services on-line 

through our website, whether live or later by viewing the rec-

orded version, or, are homebound and can’t get to our physi-

cal church building, and don’t want to send in a check, or may 

forget to add this week’s sum to next week’s tithe, we have a 

solution. 

On the front page of our website,  

(http://northbaycommunitychurch.org) there is a section in the 

lower right corner, captioned “Want to Donate?” which al-

lows you to use your credit, debit card, 

or pay pal account simply by clicking the 

"Donate" link, which looks like this: 

 
Or, for you millennials, you can copy, paste, and bookmark 
the following direct link, which is a secure site: 
   
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?
token=8x0UZUliI_lEvq9fE7T7hZrkhUpDxSN63vbWhYdHSUSOZBegGLBmx5-
hvRVr2ZJNwYN0m&country.x=US&locale.x=US&Z3JncnB0  
                                                                                                    

However you donate is your choice of what works best for 

you, but just don’t forget to contribute to the work of Christ 

through North Bay Community Church, by check or cash in 

the weekly offering envelopes, by loose check or cash in the 

offering plates, by mail, or our latest method - on-line. 

Tim Schuler,  
Chair, Finance Committee 

Twelfth Annual 
Arts and Craft 
Show  
Mark the date, Sat., Nov. 3rd, 

2018 from 9:00 to 3:00, on 

your calendar.  We are still 

signing up craft vendors.  If 

you or someone you know is a 

crafter, please let them know 

of our show.  There are Ven-

dors Wanted posters on the 

table in the Gathering Place to 

place in your club houses, 

hairdressers, or to post on so-

cial media.  Volunteer sign up 

sheets will be available in Oc-

tober.  We need lots of help-

ers on that day to keep the 

food court, bakery, silent auc-

tion, chance baskets, parking, 

set up, and clean up going. 

If you would like to make a 

themed basket or donate the 

items for one, please let me 

know.  We are also looking for 

Silent Auction items.  Be a 

part of one of our many great 

events here at North Bay.  

E-mail me at:                                  

bwalters194@gmail.com for 

more information or questions. 

 

Barbara Walters 
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FEAST 
With snowbirds still up 

north and people are on 

vacation, donations are 

down for the food pan-

try.  Let's help fill their 

shelves.  If everyone 

brought in just one can or 

one item, we could make 

a difference. Show them 

North Bay cares. 

Coming in October will be 

our annual Undies Sun-

day. 

 

Community Missions 

 

 

Dinner and 

Music 

Get Ready for a special 

evening of fun at the Sep-

tember 29th Potluck Din-

ner with live music by Mr. 

Lucky and his 4 piece 

band in Edgar Hall.              

The entertainment starts 

at 4:30 pm and ends at 

7:30 pm. Tell your friends 

so we can have a record 

turnout to support these 

great musicians! 

Cathy Good 

 

 

World Missions Urgent Request 
and Response 

Who: Dr. Tonya Hawthorne, medical missionary, New Frontiers 
Health Force, Kenya. 

What: Stuff the World Missions Box Project  

When: Sunday, September 16, 2018  

Where: The World Missions Donation Box is a wooden box lo-
cated on the northwest counter of the Gathering Place. Look for it 
beneath the dedicated World Missions bulletin board featuring Dr. 
Tonya and New Frontiers Health Force.  

Why: For a variety of reasons, including financial restraints, staffing 
issues and the current political climate in Kenya, Dr.Tonya is unable 
to return to the US for her annual fund raising visit. The mission at 
New Frontiers Health Force is in urgent need of a vehicle, lawn 
mower, refrigerator and a septic tank.     

How: Please help support to this vital mission with your pray-
ers and donations (either cash or check). Checks should be made to 
North Bay Community Church and designated in the memo 
section for Dr. Tonya.   

Thank you on behalf of the World Missions Committee for your sup-

port of Dr. Tonya’s work helping others.  

Watch for the launch of the World Mission Project: Operation Christ-
mas Child (shoe boxes) on September 30

th
.    

Laura Wisniewski 

 



Christian Education 

The new Sunday School Year will begin on September 9
th
.  We are asking everyone to seriously con-

sider participating in a Sunday School class this year.  Sunday School provides an opportunity in a 
small group setting for us to grow in our understanding of the scriptures and for us to grow spiritually.  
This is an opportunity to discuss those questions that have been on your mind.  Meaningful relation-
ships are also established.  All classes (except the Nursery) will meet in Edgar Hall from 9:00 to 9:45 
am each Sunday.   

There will be new classes for Children.  You can help by sharing this information with people you know 
who don’t currently attend our church.  The class offerings are: 

Nursery  (Ages 0 -2)                       Pre-School (Ages 3 – 4)                             K – 2
nd

 Grade                                                  
3

rd
 – 5

th
 Grade                                   Middle and High School 

You have an opportunity to serve in this important ministry to Children as we still need Teacher’s As-
sistants, Substitute Teachers, and Nursery Workers.  We are especially in need of more Nursery Work-
ers.   

The Adult Sunday School class continues to meet, and the study is currently focused on “Why I Be-
lieve.”  This study goes to the very heart of what we believe as Christians.  We have coffee and 
snacks.  Please come join us.  

Don Clapp 

Presidential Letter 

The August 21, 2018 NBCC Council Meeting was called to order and run by Vice President Linda 
Herbert. 

Property insurance has had a slight increase, but now has liability coverage of $250,000 and an um-
brella liability coverage of $3 million with directors and church officers covered. 

The financial reporting process from the academy was reviewed and found acceptable. The overall 
financial review for 2018 is still in progress. Final report is expected in October. 

At Cathy Good’s recent concert $438 was collected for the music program. An additional $1,150 has 
been collected for the music department. The Christmas cantata has been selected, “Behold the 
Star”. 

The special giving envelopes for Thanksgiving will be dedicated to FEAST. Dr. Tanya (one of the 
missionaries that NBCC helps support) will not be visiting us this year. World Missions committee will 
determine how to raise funds for her. Holy Cow donations at the end of July were almost $170. 

The academy reports all classes have been filled except for VPK. The current playground area of 
320 sq ft is inadequate. A new area behind the sanctuary will be 935 sq ft and will cost about #1500. 
Finance committee has recommended that $1500 be allocated for this project. Perhaps more funds 
will be needed. 

The Gathering Place kitchen renovation is getting closer. David Baker, Building and Grounds chair-
man, reported that the custom cabinetry will be ready in about 4 weeks. New tables ordered and put 
together by Roberta Luckie are now in use.  

Once again, I am pleased to report on activities of the council and of the church. Together we are 
having another great year to the Glory of Christ. 

Joe Spencer, President. 
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Contact Us 
Give us a call for more information 

about our services and missions. 

 

(727)796-0071 

nbcc@tampabay.rr.com 

Visit us on the web at 
www.northbaychurch.com 

The Church with a Vision…Knowing Christ 

and Making Him Known. 


